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Prairie View A. and M. College

Volume II

No. 3

April, 1969

Prairie View, Texas

A Report to Parents on the Events of
March 29, 1969 at Prairie View A. and M. college
On Satu~day morning, March 29, 1969, Wesley Davidson, a student
,,
at Prairie View A. and M. College was stabbed and mortally
wounded. Mr. Davidson died in Hempstead Hospital after a valient
effort to save his life by the Security Staff at the College and
the College Physician. Herbert L. Thompson, another student at
Prair i e View A. and M. Col l ege, is currently under indictment of
the murder of Wesley Davidson.
The tragic event is alleged to have had its beginning some three
weeks before when Herbert Thompson claimed he was pushed out of
a line by a football player. A brief encounter took place which
terminated in Thompson's claim that he was severely beaten by a
group of football players. An effort was made by the Dean of
Men's Office to have Thompson prefer charges against his
assailants in Hempstead, Texas. Thompson refused to prefer
charges. The case was also referred to the United Men Congress
and a student court, which had the case under consideration at
the time of the death of Davidson.
On Saturday morning, right after midnight, Thompson was in
Fuller Hall engaged in boisterous language. The Residence Hall
Manager came out of his room to advise Thompson to quiet down.
It is claimed that w. Davidson appeared on the scene and thought
Thompson was directing his words toward him. A short heated
argument is claimed to have taken place in which Thompson is
alleged to have told Davidson that he did not intend to take
another beating as he had previously. The argument was terminated by Thompson stabbing Davidson with what has been represented as either a butcher knife or bayonet. Davidson is said
to have run from the building with Thompson in pursuit. Outside,
a campus Security Patrolman was already investigating another

-2incident when he noticed that Davidson was injured. He placed
Davidson in the patrol car and Thompson is said to have made
an effort to open the car door and further attack Davidson.
When restrained by the Residence Hall Manager, Thompson is said
to have turned on the Residence Hall Manager who ran around the
car to the protection of the Security Patrolman. The patrolman
had to draw his revolver in an effort to halt Thompson. A
group of students or a student grabbed Thompson and held him.
It is claimed by some that persons at the scene wanted the campus
patrolman to shoot Thompson. This group of students is alleged
to have become very angry because the Security Patrolman did not
shoot Thompson.
The Security Patrolman took Davidson to the College Hospital
where he was examined and then rushed to the Hempstead Hospital.
Davidson died in the emergency room some thirty minutes after
being admitted to the hospital. The Dean of Men returned to the
campus and told the group of athletes that Davidson had died.
These students became hostile and blamed the Security Patrolman
for not shooting Thompson and for allowing Thompson to escape.
(The Security Patrolman had placed his total effort on saving
Davidson's life}
Within a few minutes, a small band of football players forcible
entered Thompso~s roomremoved all of hisbelongings _ brought them
down on an area in front of their residence hall where they set
fire to his clothes, books, luggage and radio. The hostile and
violent attitude mounted and for the next thirty or forty minutes,
these students set fire to four buildings, broke windows in
buildings, and destroyed public property. The students broke
windows and doors in the Dining Hall and forcible entered the
building, overturned tables and a water fountain. Some students,
including girls, took advantage of this action and looted food
and other property from the Dining Hall. The student group also
interfered with the fire department in the orderly process of
their duties. The student group was alleged to have been limited
to approximately 40 students with about 60 active stimulators
and encouragers.
All of the buildings burned were wood frame units. One of the
units was scheduled to be moved shortly to provide space for the
new 750 unit Womens Residence Hall. Banks Cottage was also
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TO :

OUR PARENTS AND GUARDIANS

The entire Prairie View Family must now share a series
of tragic events which came to our College recently.
Be cause a few students acted without wisdom or restraint
a ll must bear the embarassment which is ours.
We know that what happened at Prairie View on the morning
of March 29 does not represent the thoughts, desires , or
actions of 99% of our student-body , but we all must bear
this burden.
Because of the sensational treatment given by the press
of the events which took place and because the many
possibilities of errors and mis-understanding, I would
like to take this opportunity to let you know what an
investigation has revealed today.
I shall continue to
advise you as additional facts are revealed.
We ask that you discuss with your child the tragic
implications of many of the acts of youth.
You will hear from me again soon .
Very truly yours,

~

} )

Alvin I. Thomas
President
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TO :

OUR PARENTS AND GUARDIANS

In recent months there has been so many negative thinge
appearing in the newspapers, magazines and television
that I thought you might want to hear something positive
and different.
De ~? ite the fact we see1u to be living in an age of emotionalism, militancy, criticism and dissent there is a
large body of individua ls who do not belong to that age
and who reject the idea that we must live in this mode.
At Prairie View there are thousands of students and hundreds of faculty and staff persons who are busy thinking
positively and working for better things. They are
succeeding and they need to be encouraged.
I am therefore devoting this entire Newsletter to some
of the positive things which students and faculty at
Prairie View A&M College are doing to build a college of
excellence.
You may wish to drop us a note if you feel that we should
all use our efforts in a positive direction to making our
college into one of even greater excellence.
Sincerely yours,

Alvin I. Thomas
President

